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Thousands of years--way before Christopher Columbus set sail--wandering tribes of hunters made

their way from Asia across the Bering land bridge to North America. They didn't know it, but they

had discovered a New World. The First Americans is a fascinating re-creation of pre-Columbian

Native American life, and it's an adventure of a lifetime! Hunt seals with the Inuit; harvest corn on a

cliff-top mesa; hunt the mighty buffalo; and set sail with Leif Erickson, Columbus, and all the early

great explorers--Cabot, Balboa, Ponce de Leon, Cortes, Henry the Navigator, and more--in this

brilliantly told story of America before it was America.
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A History of US is basically an attempt to write a juvenile history of the United States that will speak

to a generation of young readers who get most of their information from computers and the Internet.

That means Joy Hakim offers up lots of information with lots of illustrations, but it also means been

very much aware of the mind set of her readers. When Hakim describes the scope "The First

Americans: Prehistory-1600" we get a clear sense of this perspective: "This book begins in the Ice

Age with some people who hiked and canoed from Asia to a New Land and, thousands of years

later, got called Indians by Christopher Columbus, who didn't know where he was." This first volume

begins with the first human beings crossing the land mass that once connected Asia and North



America and ends with the defeat of the Spanish Armada, the event that signaled the beginning of

the end of Spain's empire in the New World and the start of English colonization of the land that

would become the United States.The volume is basically divided into two main sections. After

establishing the value of studying history, Hakim looks at how human beings crossed Beringia to a

new continent and how these first Americans became Indians. The first section looks examines the

Indians on a regional basis, from the Eskimos of the far north to the Cliff Dwellers of the southwest,

as well as from the people of the Northwest coast and the Plains Indians to the Mound Builders and

People of the Long House in the East. Chapter 13 is a transitional section that covers how the

Vikings came to the New World. The rest of the book is devoted to the European voyagers of

exploration to the Americans and the early colonization efforts of the Spanish and French.
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